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Roads to Soldier Hollow now open 


By Gib Twyman 
Deseret News staff writer 
SOLDIER HOLLOW — 

Grant Thomas gazed 
upon new access roads 
sprucing up the Soldier 
Hollow venue for the 2002 
Olympics and became 
nostalgic about squiggly 

2002 lines. 

OLYMPICS . “These roads started as 


sketches on a napkin during lunch a few 
years ago at the Wagon Wheel (cafe) in 


Heber,” Thomas, vice president of venue 
development for the Salt Lake Organizing 
Committee, said Monday at a ribbon- 
cutting celebrating completion of 2.5 
miles of roads costing $3 million. “It’s 
interesting to see it wind up so well done 
and just about as it was envisioned.” 

Gov. Mike Leavitt helped hold a banner 
as three roller-skiers from the U.S. 
biathlon/cross country program burst 
through the words “NOW OPEN!” 

“Tn 16 months, these scenes that are so 
familiar to many of us up here will 


become known to the world. We're proud 
ofthe quality of the work, while preserv- 
ingthe unique scenery and environment 
of this jewel," Leavitt said, adding a note 
of levity. ^I remember every other time 
we've come to Soldier Hollow we've had 
to wash the car. Not now with these new 
roads." 

John Njord, deputy director ofthe Utah 
Department of Transportation, said, 
*Sometimes people think you just start up 
a bulldozer and a road happens. This rep- 
resents the fine work of lots of people to 


see this vision through to the end." 

However, there was a big whoa to the 
hurrahs being handed all around. 

“As far as our take on this goes, this is a 
nice beginning. This is not the grand 
finale of anything,” said Bob Mathis, 
Wasatch County Olympic coordinator. 
“There’s a lot of work still to be done 
before anyone can say we're ready to 
transport the world in and out of Soldier 
Hollow in a safe, efficient manner." 

That's because the county maintains 
SLOC and UDOT must help the county do 


something about several roads and inter- 
sections surrounding the Soldier Hollow ` i 
complex. These surfaces must be negoti- 
ated by fleets of buses ferrying an esti- 2 
mated 20,000 spectators a day to and frome 
2002's busiest venue — medal co mpetiti on 
all 16 days; eight of them dual medal days 

Thomas was ready to disc S e coun: 
ty's concerns. E. 

“I want you to know I brought: my list 
with me;" he said, digging into a brief- 


Please see HOLLOW on B6 


Here's a list of what's closed 
on Thanksgiving (Nov. 23). 


=P. meters: 
Free parking, M 


= U.S. Postal Service: 
No deliveries Thursday. All post offices 
except the airport post office will be 
closed. Special and express mail deliv- 
eries will be made. Collections will be 
made at boxes marked for holiday col- 
lection. 


» State liquor stores: 
All state liquor stores will be closed. 


= Federal, state, city 
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faster than most people's home 
computers," Bachman said. 

Metricom tested the service the 
past year in San Francisco, Seattle 
and Washington, D.C. It's now tak- 
ingthe service nationwide to the 46 
largest markets. 

“The people in the cities that 
have used this service really like 


Metricom originally proposed. 

The contract says the city will get 
up to 10 free subscriptions and the 
city also has the option of increas- 
ing the 5 percent franchise fee to 6 
percent. Metricom, saying it has 
made policy changes since the con- 
tract was drafted, wanted the fran- 
chise fee capped at 5 percent and 


it," Bachman the free subscrip- 
said. 4 4 tions based ona 
The first step B formula tied to 
inbringingthe ZES a very fast service. Much the numberof 
saien to Rel is faster than most people's subscribers 
obtaining fran- within a jurisdic- 
Mug me home computers -.. The tone vli 
ments with cities people in the cities that have would probably 
to install the used this service really like it. give American 
bread box-size Fork two to four 
radio transmit- ' Maroon ence subscriptions. 
ters on the arms pis The City Council 
ofstreetlight refused to make 


poles. To provide 


99 
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In conjunction with National 
Family Week, Nov. 1925, the Coali- 
tion for Utah Families honored 
those who have demonstrated an 
outstanding commitment to 
strengthening the family. 

This year's Outstanding Leader- 
ship award was given to Gordon B. 
Hinckley, president of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
for his “untiring efforts to streng- 
then families." His recently pub- 
lished book, “Standing for Some- 
thing" examines 10 neglected 
virtues that have been proven to 
strengthen both individuals and 
their homes. 

Lt. Gov. Olene Walker's service 
and advocacy to families, specifi- 
cally in connection with literacy, 
child care, foster care, safety and 
education, earned her the Friend 
of Family award. Her work with 


her Family Now project. As part of 
the project, St. Claire set up a toll- 
free information line and pro- 
duced numerous public service 
announcements on foster care and 
domestic violence. 

Helen Davis is a mother of five 
who, in the past 10 years, has 
adopted and provided foster care 
for three severely abused and 
neglected children. Davis received 
the Volunteer Recognition award 
for serving as “an example to oth- 
ers to reach out beyond the comfort 
of their own families to help chil- 
dren in need." 

Bonneville International has this 
year provided major donations and 
thousands of service hours to chari- 
ties such as Utah Youth Village, 
Boys and Girls Club, Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters, United Way and 
the Primary Children’s telethon. 
President and CEO Bruce Reese 
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needs. 

Midvale and American Fork cit- 
ies were honored in this year's 
Community awards category. 

Midvale gained recognition for 
its FACT program (Families, Agen- 
cies and Communities Together), 
as well as its Neighbor-to-Neighbor 
and Community-Building- 
Community Initiative programs. 
Through the programs, Midvale 
has provided a “continuum of 
social supports and economic 
resources.” 

Volunteers in American Fork 
sacrificed a combined 31,000 hours 
to make the community’s Literacy 
Center in the public library a reali- 
ty. A council of 22 members, includ- 
ing PTSA groups, business part- 
ners, local citizen and members of 
the City Council, helped bring the 
focus of the importance of literacy 
in the family to the community. 

The Utah Coalition was devel- 
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case and producing a paper con- 
taining 12 places the county 
believes still require attention. 
“Tye driven these roads before, but 
I'm driving them again today to 
reacquaint myself with the places 
they want us to consider." 

While past communications have 
indicated the county must lower 
expectations of SLOC support for 
some projects, Thomas on Tuesday 
proclaimed all avenues of consid- 
eration open. 

*We are evaluating all requests. 
We haven't by any means closed 
discussions with the county," Tho- 
mas said. 

What's helped SLOC's approach- 
ability is $72 million in recent con- 
gressional funding for such transit 


projects. The money is short ofthe 
$77.5 million requested, but Tho- 
mas said, “We think we can be suc- 
cessful in meeting most of the 
needs at various venues.” 

Heading Wasatch County’s con- 
cerns is 2400 South, major return 
route on the bus loop from Soldier 
Hollow to park-and-ride lots west of 
Charleston. The county has offered 
to fund improvements for the part 
of 2400 South it maintains. The 
remaining stretch is maintained by 
Charleston, and the county believes 
the financial burden shouldn’t be 
on such a small community to fix a 
seriously potholed roadbed with a 
world-class event brought to its 
doorstep. 

“The county stepping forward to 
do its part helps our decisions,” 
Thomas said. 

Other main concerns include 
widening and filling steep ditches 


along shoulders of U-113 between 
2400 South and Tate Lane, primary 
entrance to Soldier Hollow; and 250 
West running from Midway to 
Stringtown Road, then the Upper 
Road access to Soldier Hollow, 
planned mostly for use by athletes 
and Olympic officials. 

Some of the requests, such as 
new turn lanes and widening at the 
intersection of U.S. 189 and U.S. 40 
atthe south end of Heber, Thomas 
said, may be handled by traffic 
management more than structural 
improvements. 

*We think we can handle this 
spot better by people-moving con- 
figurations instead of just laying 
down more asphalt,” he said. 


E-MAIL: giwyman@desnews.com 
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